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Preliminary hearing of FundaRedes activists
is deferred for the twelfth time

Foro Penal - www.foropenal.com

As of November 26th, 2021 

Foro Penal recorded 15,769 

arbitrary arrests in Venezuela 

since January 1st, 2014. 875 

civilians have been presented 

before military courts. Up to 

this date we have accrued a 

historical number of 3,648 

political prisoners, of which 

3,396 have been released 

under different modalities. 

As of April 2014 we recorded 117 political prisoners in 

the country. As of November 26th, 2021 the number is 252 

people, out of which 15 are women. Additionally, 9,417 

people were or are being unjustly subjected to criminal 

procedures under cautionary measures. 

This week, the preliminary 

hearing of the human rights 

defender Javier Tarazona, 

Director of the NGO 

FundaRedes, and of two activists 

of his organization that are still 

arbitrarily subjected to criminal 

processes for political reasons, 

was deferred yet again for the 

twelfth time due to lack of 

compliance of the transfer order 

to court on behalf of the National Bolivarian Intelligence 

Service [SEBIN by its Spanish acronym]. Omar de Dios 

García and Rafael Tarazona have been released under 

cautionary measures, while Javier Tarazona is still 

arbitrarily detained. The preliminary hearing has been set 

for next week.

The right to life of the citizens of the State of Bolivar
is still violated and ignored by the State

Comisión para los Derechos Humanos y la Ciudadanía - www.codehciu.org

The potentially illicit deaths 

keep adding victims in the 

State of Bolivar, wherein the 

right to life is violated every 

month. Just in the first week of 

July 2021, regional 

communication media 

informed of the death of six 

people that belonged to the 

criminal group called “Tren de 

Aragua” [“Train of the State of 
Aragua”], in Piar Municipality, 

during a presumed 

confrontation with agents of the Bolivarian National 

Guard [GNB by its Spanish initials] and the Criminal and 

Scientific Investigation Bureau [CICPC by its Spanish 
initials]. But the violence didn’t end there; one month later, 

at the same place, two other men were executed by the 

GNB: Jorge De Loureiro Padrón y Keisser Ramsés 

Hernández Cedeño. 

According to press articles and official sources, both 

of them were members of the criminal group “El Ciego” 

and were included to the monitoring figures of alleged 

extrajudicial executions, or potentially illicit deaths, of the 

Comisión para los Derechos Humanos y la Cuidadanía 

(Codehciu). Piar Municipality, 

who accounted eight, was the 

municipality with the most 

victims recorded during the 

third quarter of the year. 

In the monitoring 

performed on regional 

communication media and 

social networks, Codehciu 

recorded that during July, 

August and September there 

were 21 alleged extrajudicial 

executions that evidence violations of the human right to 

life, to due process and to the integrity of people. From 

this number the following can be observed: 20 deaths in 

alleged confrontations and one death of a man who was 

under detention and/or custody of the State.
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In modern States, and especially 

in functional democracies, the 

power of the State is distributed 

among different authorities. This 

system of checks and balances 

seeks to avoid the abuse of power 

and to punish eventual deviations in 

the exercise of same. However, what 

happens when these other agencies 

ignore the judges’ decisions? They will obviously affect 

those who are the weakest. This is what’s been proven by 

(Retired) Colonels César Ricardo Bastardo Sulbarán and 

Omar Balda Zavarce, the former civil servant of the 

National Institute of Agricultural Investigations [INIA by its 
Spanish acronym], María Elena Matos, and the proprietor 

Juvenal Pinto, who in spite of accomplishing that the 

Supreme Court of Justice [TSJ by its Spanish initials] 
decided in their favor regarding the lawsuits filed against 

different State authorities, months and even years later 

they still haven’t seen their claims materialized. 

Even though this court, through its 

Political-Administrative Chamber, granted the petitions of 

the four plaintiffs, the corresponding authorities haven’t 

executed the judgments. This breach forced the Judiciary 

Power’s highest court to issue two rulings between 

September and October of this year decreeing the 

enforcement of two of its resolutions, and another one 

urging the voluntary execution of the third. In those cases, 

the TSJ has demonstrated a level of tolerance to the 

breach of its decisions that is far from the impatience and 

harshness with which it has acted 

in other situations, such as the 

alleged contempt of the 

Parliament elected in 2015.

The cases of Colonels Bastardo 

and Balda, as well as those of Pinto 

and Matos, reveal the situation of 

defenselessness and disability in 

which Venezuelans find themselves, who consider that 

their rights have been violated by the State and decide to 

request a Constitutional Certiorari Action before the TSJ. 

If they’re lucky that the court doesn’t dismiss it, it 

becomes unheeded anyway because of what’s set forth in 

Article 140 of the Constitution, which establishes that: 

“The State shall answer materially for the damages 

suffered by individuals on any of their goods and rights, 

provided that the damage is attributable to the 

functioning of the Public Administration.”

The aforementioned situations, in which the National 

Executive Power doesn’t comply with the mandates of 

the TSJ if it doesn’t wish to, only reinforce the mistrust in 

justice’s ability to control the other powers and confirm 

the denouncements stipulating that it operates when it’s 

defending the interests of the group that is currently in 

power. 

Three cases that prove that the National Executive Power
ignores mandates from the Supreme Court of Justice

Acceso a la Justicia - www.accesoalajusticia.org

The Femicide Digital Observatory 

of the Centro de Justicia y Paz 

(Cepaz) recorded 235 perpetrated 

femicides in Venezuela during the first 

ten months of the year, and 74 

femicides of Venezuelan women 

abroad. 

There were 26 perpetrated femicides and 4 attempted 

femicides from October 1st to 31st, 2021. In average, there 

was a femicide action every 24 hours during the month of 

October. Six children were orphaned in total; in one of the 

cases the children witnessed their mother’s femicide. 

During the same period there were 4 

violent deaths and one attempted 

femicide of Venezuelan women abroad. 

In other words, there was an average of 

one femicide action every 6 days that 

occurred against Venezuelan women 

abroad. Out of those cases, 57.1% 

occurred in Colombia, and 28.6% in Peru.

The Digital Observatory of Cepaz recorded 235 femicides
from January to October 2021 in Venezuela 

CEPAZ - www.cepaz.org

https://bit.ly/3I3j2zS

https://bit.ly/3cVXo1U
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A group of women, feminists and alike 

commemorated the International Day for 

the Elimination of Violence against Women 

(Orange the World) on November 25th in 

order to protest against violence suffered 

by the diversity of women in the country. 

The first activity was organized by the 

group Tinta Violeta and it was held in 

Caracas Square, Libertador Municipality. 

The chants of victory saying “Ni una más, 

ni una menos, vivas nos queremos” [“Not 

one more, not one less, we want each other 

to live”], the women present raised 

banners in which they denounced that a 

woman is murdered every 36 hours in 

Venezuela. Furthermore, saying that 1 out 

of every 3 women suffers from some type 

of violence in the country. 

Besides femicide, they also protested against the 

penalization of abortion, obstetric violence, and the 

Venezuelan judicial process that impacts negatively on 

the access to justice and the punishment of denounced 

cases. There was also an activity at Candelaria Square, 

where the protest was more artistic. The groups Las 

Comadres Púrpuras and Uquira participated in a symbolic 

vigil in which, besides banners with 

statements, they listed the names of all 

women who have been killed in 2021. 

Recitals, songs, performances, and 

poetry, complemented this protest. 

The session of the International Day 

for the Elimination of Violence against 

Women ended in Francia Square in 

Altamira where the public 

concentrated on lighting the obelisk of 

the square in orange, alluding to the 

symbology of the list of the day’s 

anniversary. A statement was also 

hung on the line of testimonies, a 

manifestation that consisted of 

hanging papers with speeches and 

experiences on long lines. Activists and organizations 

gathered at the place, such as Plafam and Amnesty 

International, participating in the activity and offering 

information on gender-based violence. Upon lighting the 

obelisk, the November 25th commemoration was 

concluded, that beyond denouncing and making clearly 

visible the reality of many women, also seeks making an 

impact and demanding public policies that eradicate 

violence against women. 

Paint the World Orange Day: Public advocacy
for eradicating violence against women in Venezuela

Acción Solidaria - www.accionsolidaria.info

https://bit.ly/3ljfmQy

Espacio Público - www.espaciopublico.ong

November 21st: Plan República denies access to the media

The elections for mayors and 

governors in Venezuela on 

November 21st started with 

denouncements on behalf of 

communication media and 

journalists that attended the 

electoral centers in order to cover 

the event. 

Here at Espacio Público, we 

recorded a total of 27 cases that resulted in 53 freedom of 

speech violations in the States of Aragua, Lara, Tachira, 

Merida, Nueva Esparta, Sucre, Guarico, Portuguesa, 

Carabobo, Falcon, Bolivar, Trujillo, and Cojedes, as well as 

in Caracas.

Intimidation, harassment and aggressions were the 

most repetitive events against media workers. Agents of 

the Plan República and of the Military 

Counterintelligence General Directorate 

[DGCIM by its Spanish acronym] were the 

officers that committed the most 

violations against freedom of speech. 

These actions limit the work of press 

workers. During any type of elections, it’s 

vital that communication media 

professionals and citizens that wish to do 

so have the possibility of recording what 

happens in each voting center, because besides being a 

right it also contributes to the transparency. 
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European observers confirmed use of public resources
in electoral campaign

Transparencia Venezuela - www.transparencia.org.ve

The preliminary report of the 

European Union Electoral 

Observation Mission (EU EOM) 

specified that there were “better 

conditions” in the regional and 

municipal elections held in Venezuela 

on Sunday November 21st, but it also 

confirmed different irregularities that 

have been previously denounced by 

Transparencia Venezuela, such as the use of public 

resources for campaigns. 

Even though Venezuelan laws forbid civil servants 

from using public resources in order to favor political and 

partisan interests, according to the European mission, this 

practice was seen in 20 of the 24 federal entities, most of 

them governed by leaders of the United Socialist Party of 

Venezuela [PSUV by its Spanish acronym]. Isabel Santos, 

leader of the mission, also wrote about the participation 

of civil servants in campaign acts in 16 states, as well as 

the distribution of goods, services and food on behalf of 

the government. According to the 

text, even the vaccination was used 

for proselytizing purposes. 

According to the report, the EU 

EOM evidenced the use of State 

resources in 30% of PSUV’s 

campaign acts and in 2.5% of the 

acts of the opposition. The EU EOM 

also collected that there were no penalties on behalf of 

the authorities to the use of public resourced in campaign. 

Santos pointed out that in spite of the penalizing faculty 

of the National Electoral Council [CNE by its Spanish 
initials] on the use of financing and publicity of the 

campaigns, “there were no penalties to the violations”, 

which would demonstrate that the CNE needs to be 

strengthened in its penalizing attributions. 
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https://bit.ly/3nZ1ZXw

Defiende Venezuela - www.defiendevenezuela.org
Councilperson-elect from El Hatillo Municipality
sends message normalizing women’s subordination

A video of the recently elected 

councilperson of El Hatillo 

Municipality, Alejandro Moncada, 

went viral on Monday November 

22nd, in which he let out 

stigmatizing and discriminative 

insults in detriment of four women, 

fully identified by him in his video, 

indicating their first and last names, 

as well as details of their private 

lives. 

The women who were insulted by Moncada had 

criticized him after the councilperson-elect had publicly 

invited “two girls” through social media to a free trip to 

Tulum, at the Mexican Mayan Riviera, a touristic place 

known for being a focal point for human sex trafficking. 

After Moncada’s video went viral, the Prosecutor 

General, Tarek William Saab, opened an ex officio 
criminal investigation against him on November 24th 

for the alleged commission of crimes regarding 

psychological violence and harassment to the four 

women identified in the video. The Organic Act of 

Women’s Right to a Violence-Free 

Life defines violence against 

women as any sexist act that 

results or may result in a physical, 

sexual, psychological, emotional, 

labor, economic, or patrimonial 

damage or suffering, regardless if 

it’s produced in a public or private 

sphere. 

This situation proposes an 

important discussion on the right to freedom of speech. 

If you analyze (i) the content of the stigmatizing 

message, (ii) the public office currently held by 

Moncada, and (iii) the resulting reach that his 

declarations may have in society, Moncada’s behavior is 

concerning. What makes this act particularly serious is 

that besides putting the right to honor and private life 

of these women at risk, it perpetuates harmful gender 

stereotypes sexualizing and objectifying women, now 

from a position of power. All in all, Moncada has sent a 

message to society that normalizes women’s 

subordination.



Judiciary distortion hinders the democratic path in Venezuela

Bloque Constitucional

The Venezuelan justice system is 

contaminated by four vices: ignorance, 

corruption, politicization, and 

inequality; thus, if Venezuela wants to 

retake the path towards democracy, the 

work of reforming justice must start 

now. 

Citizens have clearly expressed for a 

long time that they want justice, not 

only as an inherent right of accessing same, but also as 

the respect that is due and the guarantee owed by the 

Public Power for exercising their rights. In the judiciary 

area, each plaintiff must end with a just ruling within the 

legally stipulated period of time. This 

principle has been ignored by the 

Judiciary Power and by the rest of the 

branches of the National Public Power: 

Executive, Legislative, Citizens’, and 

Electoral. 

The legitimacy of justice is urgent, 

which requires ethics, merit, and 

authority from attorneys and judges, a 

task demands of universities educating jurists when 

requiring dedication in their studies that guides the 

education towards three great thematic areas: 

professional practice, public service and judicature. 
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The justice system in Venezuela must be reformed soon 

PROVEA - www.provea.org

Any advance that wishes to be 

guaranteed in the country for 

judging those people responsible 

for crimes against humanity that 

have occurred at least since 2017 

requires an insightful 

transformation of the current 

justice system and also an 

advancement in the legislative field. 

It’s necessary to replace the current Prosecutor 

General imposed by the extinct National Constituent 

Assembly, Tarek William Saab, as well as the Ombudsman, 

Alfredo Ruíz, and guarantee important changes in the 

Supreme Court of Justice. These 

processes must be performed 

observing the Constitutional 

mandate. 

Ending the judges’ temporary 

status in the entire the justice 

system is required, and 

guaranteeing that they are elected 

through processes according to 

what is set forth in the laws and the Constitution. The 

human rights organizations and others from civil society, 

the attorneys’ associations and the academia must play 

an active role and have an impact on that process. 


